
Since moving to NYC in 1997, Sebastian Cruz has been a prominent and influential musical voice in the development of  a new Colombian sound. 
Performing in NYC in venues such as Joe’s Pub, Central Park’s Summer Stage, CultureFest at Battery Park, BAM Café, and others, and around the 
world in Germany, Austria, The Netherlands, Spain, Portugal, France, Brasil, Panama, India, Vietnam and more, Sebastian has had a leading role 
in some of  the most influential Colombian based projects in New York. These projects include his own Coba, La Cumbiamba eNeYé, Lucía Pulido’s 
ensemble, and now “Sebastian Cruz and The Cheap Landscape Trio.”  Sebastian has distinguished himself  by constantly searching for unique and 
personal ways of  integrating elements of  a rich and ancient musical tradition with a more current and urban sensibility.

After releasing two celebrated CDs with his former band Coba, featuring his work as composer and songwriter, Cruz presents yet a new angle on 
redefining Colombian music with “Sebastian Cruz and The Cheap Landscape Trio.” For this new project, he composes with resourceful simplicity, 
clarity of  statement, while exploring his unique voice as a versatile electric guitar player. The music travels organically and with playfulness from its 
Colombian roots through its many ‘electric’ influences including rock and creative jazz improvisation. 

sebastiancruz1@gmail.com | 347.209.9160 | www.sebastiancruznotes.com

Sebastian Cruz and the Cheap Landscape Trio is an imaginative and playful concoction 
of Colombian influences and urban electricity   Jim Shulstad, Jazzreview.com

Everything sounds spontaneous for Sebastian 
Cruz and the Cheap Landscape Trio. From an 
overwhelming stillness to an uncontrollable 
"descarga." Cruz has put his calm aside to 
assert his fury   Luis Daniel Vega, Rolling Stone



Sebastian Cruz   347.209.9160 | sebastiancruz1@gmail.com | sebastiancruznotes.com

DISCOGRAPHY SELECTED 
Pulido, Lucía. Por Esos Caminos. 2011
La Cumbiamba eNeYé. La Palma. MTM, 2009
Sebastian Cruz and The Cheap Landscape Trio.   
  Sebastian Cruz and The Cheap Landscape Trio.   
  Independent, 2008
Pulido, Lucía. Luna Menguante. Adventure Music, 
  2008
Coba. Canción Mandala. Chonta Records, 2006
La Cumbiamba eNeYé. Marioneta. Chonta 
  Records, 2006
Pulido, Lucía. Dolor de Ausencia. FM records, 
  2005
Coba. Coba. Independent, 2003

OTHER WORKS
Score for Fearture Film “Buscando a Miguel,” by 
Juan Fischer

Credits music for Sundance Channel documentary 
“Pack, Strap Swallow,” directed by Holly Page-
Joyner

AWARDS
2010 Meet The Composer’s Van Lier Fellowship

2002 ASCAP Louis Dreyfus / Warner-Chappell 
Award recepient for a composition for theater

PERFORMANCES SELECTED 
Sebastian Cruz and the Cheap Landscape Trio
 Highline Ballroom NYC
 Japanese American National Museum. 
     Los Angeles, California
 Poisson Rouge NYC
 Jazz al Parque Festival. Bogota, Colombia
Lucia Pulido’s ensemble
 Konzerthaus, Mozart-Saal. Vienna, Austria
 Teatro San Luiz. Lisbon, Portugal
 A-Trane. Berlin, Germany 
 Hue Music Festival. Hue, Vietnam
La Cumbiamba eNeYé 
 Princeton University
 Central park’s Summer Stage NYC
 Lincoln Center Out of Doors NYC
 Symphony Space NYC
Coba
 JPMorgan Chase Latino Cultural Festival. 
      Queens Theatre in the Park NY
 CultureFest. Battery Park NYC
 BAM Cafe

RADIO
- Sebastián Cruz and the Cheap Landscape
  Live WFMU Broadcast. Barbès
- Coba - sextet
  Live WFMU Broadcast. Barbès
- Coba - Canción Mandala
  WNYC New Sounds
- La Cumbiamba eNeYé
  live performance on John Schaefer’s “Soundcheck”
- Coba (NYC Charm Sessions and BBC radio 
  broadcast) The Living Room
- “Artist of the week” Radio Nacional de Colombia   
   95.9FM
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Sebastian Cruz and The Cheap Landscape Trio CD review on Jazzreview.com 

Reviewed by:  Jim Shulstad 

Sebastian Cruz moved from Colombia to New York City in 1997. He has since 
performed in Los Angeles, Madrid, Berlin, among other cities, and a host of venues in 
New York. His latest project Sebastian Cruz and the Cheap Landscape Trio is an 
imaginative and playful concoction of Colombian influences and urban electricity. 

The trio includes Cruz on guitar, the powerfully rhythmic bass of Ruben 
Samama, and the drive of drummer Joe Saylor. Less orchestrated than previous 
projects, the trio presents more interplay and exploration. Cheap Landscape offers 
minimized compositions that allow for inventive avenues of expression. Three 
tracks in particular, “Recuerda Muerte,” “Mi Esquinita,” and “Cometa de Plumas” are 
thought provoking with pensive textures and relaxed grooves. The majority of 
Cheap Landscape is gritty, electric, and fused with elements of cumbia, champeta, 
and fandango. An entirely live recording, incredible creativity and spontaneity 
thrive in the hands of this multifaceted trio. “Graffiti” has a certain grit expressed in 
the energy of Cruz’s guitar. His use of effects on “Paradis Quarter” present yet 
another layer of tenacious excitement. 

Powerful, creative, Columbian, and highly charged only begin to describe 
Sebastian Cruz and the Cheap Landscape Trio. Highly recommended for those 
looking for Colombian Latin/fusion jazz. 

Review URL: http://www.jazzreview.com/index.php/reviews/latest‐cd‐
reviews/item/25960‐ 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